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By Lauren Newkirk Maynard » The UB Alumni 
Association threw its largest local bash ever 
this past fall at the Pierce-Arrow Museum in 
downtown Buffalo. The vintage transporta-
tion museum—the lifelong dream-come-true 
of alumnus Jim Sandoro Jr. (BS ’71)—drew 
800 Bulls through its doors on the evening 
of Sept. 12. Amid gleaming antique cars and 
motorcycles, alumni ate, drank and listened to 
high-powered speakers including UB President 
Satish K. Tripathi and new Athletics Director 
Danny White. 
 “My life is about UB,” Sandoro enthused after 
the event. He grew up on Pelham Drive adjoin-
ing the South Campus. “I was one of the ones 
living close by. This university meant a lot to a 
little guy growing up in 
North Buffalo.” 
 Sandoro, who 
opened the museum in 
2001, studied history at 
UB and earned a busi-
ness education degree. 
He spent the next 40 
years building his auto 
empire and traveling 
the world as a business 
consultant. His dream of creating a museum 
dedicated to cars began with his very first 
restoration—a rusted Model T Ford he discov-
ered in a garage off Michigan Avenue. 
 The Pierce-Arrow Museum now features a 
copper reproduction of architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s only gas station design. Sandoro is 
gearing up for a second major expansion to turn 
the museum into a “mini-Smithsonian” that 

Alumni gather for their biggest 
party in WNY history

Pride and Pierce-Arrows

Buffalo native Jim Sandoro Jr. with a vintage Pierce-Arrow, part of his 
world-class collection of automobiles and transportation memorabilia. Below: 
President Tripathi speaks to a packed house at the Pierce-Arrow Museum.

“This univer-
sity meant a 
lot to a little 
guy growing 
up in North 
Buffalo.”

Jim Sandoro
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40    WINTER 2014   At Buffalo   

By Kevin Purdy » A few phone calls and a handful of 
emails went out early last fall, a restaurant was cho-
sen, and less than one month later, at Docks Oyster 
Bar in midtown Manhattan, a roughly 53-year tradi-
tion among seven men was upheld.
 Stuart A. Rouffe missed this last dinner, but he 
will likely attend the next one. They all make the trip 
to Manhattan, on the subway or up 
from Long Island, or across the state 
from Binghamton, because they are 
brothers. Each round of drinks, jokes, 
meals, reminiscences and announce-
ments binds them closer together. 
 Six of the seven are UB graduates (Rouffe left 
UB early for dentistry school elsewhere), and all are 
members of Alpha Epsilon Pi. When they say they 
are brothers, however, they speak of a brotherhood 
that transcends a graduating class, a fraternity and 
postgraduate apartments.
 “We’ve always been there for each other,” says 
Robert A. Wild (BA ’64). “It wasn’t by design—we 
just did it. No other way to explain it.”
 “We’re a little bit old-school,” adds Michael A. 
Rosenberg (BA ’65). “Each of us appreciates just 
hearing the sound 
of the others’ voices. 
There’s so much 
that’s lost in email.”
 Along with 
Rouffe, Wild and 
Rosenberg, the 

Alumni Life

will include more than 15 buildings on the 
property.
 “I like teaching people history, so this was 
a thrill,” said Sandoro of the alumni event. 
“We’re Buffalo through and through, and 
the letters we’ve gotten about this have been 
incredible.” He and his wife, Mary Ann, plan 
to donate the museum to the city to “leave a 
blueprint for future generations to follow.”
 Alumni Association President Carol Gloff 
(BS ’75) emceed the party. Similarly enam-
ored with her alma mater, she told guests, 
“I may live in Boston, but I try to get back to 
Buffalo as often as I can.” She said it was an 
honor to introduce the other speakers, who, 
in addition to Tripathi and White, included 
head football coach Jeff Quinn, baseball 
coach Ron Torgalski and women’s basketball 
coach Felisha Legette-Jack.≤

Best buds (from left): Michael Rosenberg, Ken Seglin, Bill Zelman, Alan Fields, Robert Wild and Steve Marks.

The Buffalo Boys
Nurturing a bond formed more than 50 years ago at UB

Do you have a lifelong 
relationship that started at 
UB? Email a brief account 
to lmaynard@buffalo.edu, 

subject line “Blue Bond.”

group that calls itself “The Buffalo Boys” includes 
Alan R. Fields (BA ’65), Stephen S. Marks (BA ’65), 
Kenneth R. Seglin (AS ’64) and William Zelman  
(BS ’64). Many are active with UB alumni events 
and philanthropy, and both Rosenberg and Marks 
serve on the College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s 
Advisory Council.

 The dinners are held every few 
months. For three hours or more, they 
eat and talk about life’s happenings: 
births, deaths, children, grandchil-
dren, divorces, new homes, mutual 

friends, funny stories. They discuss business, but not 
at length. They have not missed a year in more than 
half a century.
 Occasionally, Buffalo stories come up. Rosenberg 
relates that the mostly downstate crew had never 
encountered a “half pie” or “half box” until they or-
dered pizza from Bocce’s. “I remember eating about 
half of it, then lying down on the floor and loosening 
my pants, because I couldn’t breathe,” Rosenberg 
says. “We learned by stuffing our faces. We had to 
learn the hard way.”
 Some of the Boys occasionally make it back to 

Buffalo and return 
with even more 
stories. “We don’t 
live in the ’60s,” 
says Wild. “But our 
hearts are still in 
Buffalo.”≤

THE 
BLUE BOND

“I may live in Boston, but 
I try to get back to Buffalo 
as often as I can.”

Carol Gloff, UB Alumni Association President

TELL US YOUR  
BLUE BOND STORY 
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Carol Gloff with Leigh Yates, Senior 
Director of Development.
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By Lauren Newkirk Maynard » Carolyn (Cooper) 
Fierson (BS ’67) was a freshman when she was 
crowned as UB’s Homecoming Queen in 1963.  
She insists she never saw it coming. “I was running 
against upperclassmen, sorority girls who were  
being coached.”
 The court was announced at the pep rally the 
night before the football game against Boston 
University. Fierson, a biology major from North 
Woodmere, Long Island, says she was disappointed 
at first that she wasn’t named one of the princesses 

of the court. “Then they 
crowned me queen, and 

I was shocked! My poor parents had to find a quick 
flight to Buffalo.”
 On the big day, Fierson remembers “waiting and 
waiting” to take her first helicopter ride—a short trip 
across campus to the football field. It landed her on 
the 50-yard line during halftime, where a waiting 
ROTC cadet met her and walked her over to meet 
then-UB President Clifford C. Furnas in front of a 
cheering crowd. “It was really thrilling,” she says.
 She was so excited, in fact, that she says she can’t 

Queen for a Day
Fifty years after her crowning, UB’s 1963 Homecoming  
Queen returns to campus 

Carolyn (Cooper) Fierson as Homecoming Queen in 1963 (left) and today, at the 2013 UB Homecoming and Family Weekend.

recall the rest of the game. (The Bulls “whipped 
Boston,” according to the Buffalonian yearbook.)
 Fierson claims her social life changed after be-
coming queen. “I loved it. It was the first time in  
my life to be recognized like that.” She volunteered 
at Fall Weekend and got a paying job as a campus 
tour guide.
 After UB, Fierson went on to earn a PhD in biol-
ogy and become a high school biology teacher. Now 
retired, she lives in southern California with her 
husband, Walter Fierson (BA ’67), a pediatric oph-
thalmologist. They returned to UB in October for the 
2013 Homecoming celebration to help crown “UB’s 
Finest,” a new spin on the traditional royal court. “I 
felt like I was in a time machine and landed in the 
future,” Fierson says. “Everything was so different. 
The North Campus wasn’t even there when I was at 
UB, and now it has a beautiful football stadium!
 “I hope more alumni come back, because UB is a 
place that changed my life,” she adds, noting that, as 
a teacher, she always encouraged her students to go 
away to college. “It’s good to get out of your environ-
ment. It widens your horizons.”≤ 

CAROLYN FIERSON, BS ’67

Producer’s Portfolio

An active member of UB’s New York 

City alumni chapter, Wayne Domnitz 
(BA ’87) fondly recalls his time serving 

on the UUAB Concert Board and then 

as SA Fest coordinator. 

“I was involved with a number of perform-
ers very early in their careers, includ-
ing Squeeze, REM and Cyndi Lauper. I 
worked with the Talking Heads on the 
‘Stop Making Sense’ tour. I also worked 
with the Band, the Clash and Big Country. 
These events helped me develop organi-
zational, budgeting and marketing skills 
that I use to this day. 

“Among my favorite memories was jok-
ing with the petite Cyndi Lauper on a 
humid spring morning backstage before 
her show at Baird Point. It was around 
the time when ‘Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun’ was hitting number one on all the 
charts. Also memorable was introduc-
ing The Hooters to the screaming crowd 
at Alumni Arena as the intro to ‘And We 
Danced’ played in the background.” 
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What did you keep from 
your years at UB? Email 
a photo and brief story to 
lmaynard@buffalo.edu, 
subject line “Keepsake.”

SEND US YOUR  
UB KEEPSAKE »

What did you save?
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February

Distinguished Speakers 
Series
Mary Frances Berry 
and Myrlie Evers-
Williams

02.26.14
Center for the Arts,  
North Campus

Alumni Life

March

Dallas Chapter Event
Buffalo Sabres-Dallas 
Stars game for UB 
alumni

03.03.14
American Airlines Center, 
Dallas

Free Monthly Alumni  
Career Webinar
Networking

03.05.14
www.expertwebinarseries.
com/ubalumni

Center for the Arts
Pat Metheny Unity 
Band

03.19.14
CFA Mainstage Theatre,  
North Campus

Distinguished Speakers 
Series
Sanjay Gupta

03.26.14
Alumni Arena,  
North Campus 

Alumni 
Association 
Achievement 
Awards
03.28.14
Center for the Arts,  
North Campus

April

Free Monthly Alumni  
Career Webinar
Leadership

04.02.14
www.expertwebinarseries.
com/ubalumni

E V E N T S

Calendar

All dates and times subject to change. Visit www.alumni.
buffalo.edu/events for updates.

Beijing to Buffalo
Wei-Loon Leong returns to his alma mater as the 
new director of international alumni relations

Most embarrassing moment at UB When we 
were students, my brother and I bought durian, a 
tropical fruit, at the Tops on Maple. It smells like a 
corpse, but it tastes pretty good, in my opinion. We 
brought it back to Governor’s Hall and opened it up 
in the shared kitchen. Then the RAs came out and 
were close to calling the cops, so we had to pack it 
up and eat it outside. 

I like Anchor Bar and 
my wife likes Duff’s.  
She orders very hot.  
I get mild. 

Anchor Bar vs. Duff’s

On saying goodbye Leaving the 
friends, the network and my in-laws 
was more difficult for [my wife] because 
it’s her first time living overseas. For 
me, it’s very comfortable to be back. 
More like a second home. UB hasn’t 
changed a lot, except for the Stampede 
bus. It used to be a Blue Bird! 

What UB taught him Frank Krzystofiak’s data modeling class 
in my MBA program really helped me a lot in my eight years 
in China. It helped me analyze and present information easily 
enough for people to understand and make important decisions. 

Arriving in Buffalo for his first semester in January 2001, Wei-Loon Leong (MBA 
’05, BS ’03) stepped off the plane to nothing but snow. New to the area, the  
Malaysia native thought to himself, “They call this the spring semester?” Ap-
parently UB’s international admissions officers had mentioned Niagara Falls, 
Toronto and New York City, but had “left out the snow part.” Fortunately for us, 
Wei-Loon decided to give UB a shot anyway. 

 It was a very different scene in October 2013 when Wei-Loon and his wife, Xiaoli Mu, got 
off their flight from Beijing on a beautiful fall day in Buffalo. For Wei-Loon, it was a home-
coming of sorts after spending the past eight years in the Chinese capital, where he was most 
recently a senior manager for business administration at Beijing BISS International School. 
He is now UB’s first director of international alumni relations, charged with developing a 
comprehensive program to engage the university’s 8,000 alumni who live overseas. 
 We caught up with Wei-Loon shortly after his arrival. Among other things, we found he 
has become a little more accepting of the local climate. 

His new  
take on snow Just deal 
with it! When we sold our 
car in Beijing, we had a 
little snow brush that the 
new owner didn’t want.  
I chucked it into our lug-
gage and then put it in our 
new car here. The sales-
man saw this little snow 
brush and he says, “Did 
you guys bring this from 
China?”

Wei-Loon’s tiny  snowbrush
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Mark Weber hits a bright note with 
Pianos in Public Buffalo

By Jim Bisco » When it comes to 
Buffalo, Mark Weber (BA ’97) sees 
the glass as more than half-full—
it’s positively brimming over. His 
website, BeautifulBuffalo.com, 
celebrates all things good about the 

City of Good Neigh-
bors, including his 

own contribution this past summer: 
the placement of cheerfully painted 
pianos in locations throughout the 
city, with an open invitation to any 
and all passersby to sit down and 
play awhile. 
 Weber launched Pianos in 
Public Buffalo late last spring after 
noticing a piano placed in Central 
Park during a brief move to New 
York City. This, combined with his 
observation of pianos placarded 
with “Do Not Play” signs collecting 
dust in places like senior centers 
(not to mention a video sent to 
him by a friend showing old pianos 
being dropped into a city dump), 
got him to thinking: Why not do the 
same thing in Buffalo?
 Weber collected old, unwanted 
pianos, had volunteers make them 
new again with artistically applied 
coats of paint, and rolled them into 
eight public venues, including  
Canalside, Larkin Square and 
a retirement home in Amherst. 
He raised $4,000 on Kickstarter, 
much of it from people in New 
York City, Los Angeles, Florida and 
Pennsylvania. “Once you mention 
this [project] to people, they get so 
excited,” he says. 
 Though he admits to being a 
three-fingered chord player, Weber 
is nonetheless steeped in music. He 

Piano Man

MARK WEBER, BA ’97
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60

*Lawrence Benaquist, BA 
1963, professor emeritus of 
film studies at Keene State 
College, recently retired. The 
founder of Keene’s film stud-
ies program, Benaquist is 
currently producing a docu-
mentary on the collabora-
tionist government in Vichy, 
France, and the Jews. He 
resides in Keene, N.H.

*Louis Bertrand, BA 1965, is 
serving his second four-year 
term as mayor of Hiram, 

Ohio. Prior to becoming  
mayor, Bertrand worked as a 
trial attorney for 45 years. He 
lives in Ravenna, Ohio.

70

Barbara Wiedemann, BA 
1970, an English and phi-
losophy professor at Auburn 
University at Montgomery, 
published “The Death of a 
Pope and Other Poems,” 
a collection of poetry on 
life in Italy. She resides in 
Montgomery, Ala.

*Ira Kleinburd, BA 1972, 
retired after 40 years of gov-
ernment service with the 
New York City Department of 
Correction. She most recently 
served as assistant director 
of personnel. She resides in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Thomas Lombardo, MD 1973, 
was elected president of the 
Erie County Medical Society. 
Lombardo also is a practic-
ing orthopedic surgeon at 
Northtowns Orthopedics. He 
lives in East Aurora, N.Y.

Stephen Lazoritz, MD 1976 & 
BA 1972, joined Arbor Health 
Plan as medical director. 
Lazoritz also is a clinical 
professor in the Department 
of Psychiatry at Creighton 
University, and is a speaker 
and advocate for the health 
and welfare of children. He 
resides in Omaha, Neb.

Richard Cohen, BS 1977, joined 
Duff & Phelps Corporation as 
managing director of its legal 
management consulting divi-
sion. Cohen previously served 
as president and vice chair-
man for RenewData Corp. He 
lives in Weston, Fla. 

has written on the subject extensively for national 
magazines, journals and blogs, and covers Frank 
Sinatra and Nat “King” Cole songs in a local 
pop-jazz trio called Uptown. He also released an 
original pop music album, “Days Like These,” 
available for download on Amazon.com and 
iTunes.
 His love for Buffalo runs just as deep. “The 
pianos are a means to an end,” he explains. “I was 
tired of hearing people say negative things about 
the area. I wanted to see people feeling good 
about Buffalo.”
 The public can still play the pianos during the 
winter months at several indoor locations, includ-
ing The Foundry, an arts center on Northampton 
Street in the city. And Weber is already plan-
ning for the pianos to bloom anew next summer 
throughout the area. 
 “What makes me happy is to see the little kids 
play,” he says. “For a lot of them, it’s their first 
time ever, and they could grow up to be the next 
Harry Connick Jr. or Diana Krall.” ≤ 

Book a hotel near  
the start line 
You don’t want to fight 
for a taxi before a 
26-mile run. I find the 
course map on the mar-
athon website and use 
Google to find a hotel 
within walking distance.

Pack your must-haves 
in your carry-on
I pack the clothes I’ll 

be wearing plus what-
ever food I’m going to be 
eating during the run. 
I wear my sport watch 
and my running shoes. 
If your shoes don’t 
make it there, you’re not 
running. 

Arrive early— 
but not too early
I like to arrive on a 
Thursday for a Sunday 
race. That gives me 

enough time to accli-
mate to the atmosphere 
and get over any jet lag,  
if that’s an issue, but  
not so much time that I 
get antsy.

Find an Italian 
restaurant nearby
I do the classic carbo 
load the day before the 
race: pasta, bread, more 
pasta and more bread. 
Every city has an Italian 
restaurant; use the Web 
to find one near your 
hotel.

See the sights
Don’t get so caught up in 
the race that you forget 
to enjoy yourself. I like 
to check out the sights 
both before and after the 
race—just not the day 
before, or your feet will 
never forgive you. 

 

Alberto 
Benitez
JD ’86 & BA ’83

Professor of 
clinical law, George 

Washington University; 
experienced marathon 

runner

HOW-TO

How to prepare for a marathon miles away from home:

Class Notes

“What makes me happy is 
to see the little kids play.”

C L A S S  N O T E S  B Y  D E C A D E

Person to Person

Mark Weber

Alberto Benitez has an unusual item on his bucket list: run a marathon in each of 
the seven cities in which he’s lived. Thus far, Benitez, 53, has checked off Buffalo, 
Chicago, Houston and, most recently, Mexico City. That leaves Washington, D.C. 
(he lives just outside, in Alexandria, Va.), Las Vegas and Buenos Aires.
 With all but one exception, the marathons Benitez has already run or plans to 
run involve long-distance—even international—travel, which brings a whole new 
level of preparation to an already preparation-heavy endeavor. We asked him for 
tips on how to travel smart for a marathon.

Look for the little blue asterisk, which 
denotes an Alumni Association member!
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Walter Polka, EdD 1977 & BA 
1968, Niagara University 
professor of professional 
programs and PhD program 
coordinator, was presented 
with the 2013 University at 
Buffalo Graduate School of 
Education alumni of distinc-
tion award. He resides in 
Lewiston, N.Y.

John Polka, BS 1978, was pro-
moted by National Fuel Gas 
Company to assistant vice 
president of National Fuel 
Gas Distribution Corporation. 
Polka first joined the compa-
ny in 1978 as a management 
trainee. He lives in Niagara 
Falls, N.Y.

*James Tyrpak, BA 1978, 
president of Tyrpak Financial 
Associates, was named the 
103rd president of the Rotary 
Club of Buffalo. He lives in 
Williamsville, N.Y.

Richard Yarmel, BA 1979, joined 
Harter Secrest & Emery 
LLP as partner in its health 
care practice. Yarmel also 
was named one of the top 
attorneys of 2013 in health 
care law by the Best Lawyers 
in America. He resides in 
Penfield, N.Y.

80

R. Mark Evans, PhD 1980, 
was named medical direc-
tor of Diversified Business 
Communications Pri-Med 
LLC’s pmiCME clinical edi-
torial team. He lives in 
Hinsdale, Ill.

Lucy Candelario, BA 1982, was 
appointed executive director 
of The Belle Center, a human 
services agency. Candelario 
brings nearly 30 years of 
experience in the nonprofit 
industry to the agency. She 
resides in Buffalo, N.Y.

Glenn Henricksen Jr., MBA 
1982, was elected to Santa 
Fe Gold Corporation’s board 
of directors. Henricksen has 
more than 30 years of global 
experience as a senior Wall 
Street asset manager and 
financial professional. He 
lives in Hong Kong.

Peter Pullano, BA 1983, accept-
ed a position at law firm Tully 
Rinckey PLLC as a partner. 
Pullano has practiced crimi-
nal defense law for more 
than 20 years. He resides in 
Rochester, N.Y.

Evan Wardner, MBA 1983 & BS 
1981, joined Western New 

York Asset Management 
LLC as a senior wealth man-
ager. Wardner is a member 
of the Financial Planning 
Association and has more 
than 30 years of experience 
in investment, banking and 
insurance. He lives in Orchard 
Park, N.Y.

Benjamin Zuffranieri Jr., JD 
1983, the head of Hodgson 
Russ’s business litigation 
practice area, was inducted 
into the Litigation Counsel of 
America. Zuffranieri’s experi-
ence spans general business, 
construction and cross-bor-
der litigation. He resides in 
Williamsville, N.Y.

Priscilla Coe, DDS 1984, 
became the Navy’s first 
female rear admiral of the 
Dental Corps Reserves.  She 
will serve as Navy Medicine’s 
reserve component deputy 
chief of staff in the U.S. 
Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery. She resides in 
Arlington, Va.

Michael Mazzeo, PhD 1984 & MA 
1978, was appointed dean of 
Oakland University’s School 
of Business Administration. 
Before joining Oakland 
University, Mazzeo served at 
Michigan State University as 

When Amy Richardson was pregnant with her son, 
she received a garish onesie emblazoned with a 
froggie from an in-law. “There’s no way I’m putting 
my child in this,” she thought. And that’s more or 
less how Little Hip Squeaks—Richardson’s Brooklyn-
based company that makes originally designed cloth-
ing for babies and toddlers—got its start.
 With its emphasis on bold colors and classic pat-
terns, Little Hip Squeaks has attracted the attention 
of both consumers (the company has more than 
25,000 followers on Instagram) and the industry. 
It has been featured on MarthaStewart.com, on 
Babble.com and in Pregnancy & Newborn magazine, 
and was nominated in 2013 for a Martha Stewart 
American Made award.
 We asked Richardson for her top five no-nos 
when it comes to clothes for the wee set. 

CONTINUED

 

Amy  
Richardson

BA ’06

Founder/owner/designer, 
Little Hip Squeaks baby 

and toddler online 
clothing store

TOP FIVE

1. Black out
“In New York, every-
body’s kid is dressed in 
gray or black. It’s the 
typical angsty toddler 
look. I try to keep it more 
fun.” 

2. Arrrrrgh you 
kidding?
“Shirts with pirates, ani-
mals or cute sayings like 
‘Daddy’s Little Helper’ 
are just tacky.”

3. Big bows are a  
big no
 “Those giant oversized 
bows that are twice the 
size of the kid’s head—
they make you want to 
throw up in your mouth 
a little.”

4. No Docs, no Crocs
“Doc Martens for kids 
cannot be comfortable, 
because they’re not 
comfortable for adults. 
And Crocs are a definite 
no-no.”

5. Fling the bling
“Jewelry on toddlers is 
so creepy, and it gets in 
the way of them having 
fun. You want your kid 
to look cool, not get her 
chain caught on the slide 
on the playground.”

Five tips on how not to dress your kid:
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a professor and chair of the 
department of finance. He 
lives in Okemos, Mich.

Patricia Podkulski, MS 1984 & 
BS 1981, was named the pro-
gram director of accountable 
care organization facilitation 
and educational transfor-
mation at Catholic Medical 
Partners. She resides in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Jon Webster, JD 1984, joined 
law firm Harter Secrest & 
Emery LLP as partner of 
the intellectual property 
practice group. He lives in 
Penfield, N.Y.

Daniel Rechen, BS 1986, 
received the Northrop 
Grumman Aerospace 
Systems president’s award 
for program excellence for 
his design work on the MQ-4C 
Triton, an unmanned surveil-
lance aircraft. He resides in 
Encinitas, Calif.

Kristen Pope, BS 1987, was 
promoted from accountant 
to finance and develop-
ment director of Just Buffalo 
Literary Center. She lives in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Pratap Subrahmanyam, 
MS 1987, was appointed a 
VMware fellow at VMware 
Inc., a provider of cloud and 
virtualization software and 
services. As a new fellow, 
he will be honored with an 
endowment in his name 
of $800,000 to Stanford 
University. He lives in 
Saratoga, Calif.

Gina Lee-Glauser, MS 1988 
& BS 1982, vice president 
of research and research 
professor of mechanical 
and aerospace engineer-
ing at Syracuse University, 
was named a fellow of 
the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. She 
resides in Manlius, N.Y.

Lynn Puerner, BS 1988, asso-
ciate principal of Cannon 
Design, was elected to the 
board of directors of Junior 
Achievement of Western 
New York. She lives in 
Lancaster, N.Y.

90

Thomas Turnbull, MBA 1990, 
publisher at the Batavia Daily 
News, was named the presi-
dent of the Genesee County 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
lives in Batavia, N.Y.

Mark Paradowski, BS 1991, 
was appointed vice presi-
dent of information ser-
vices at Columbus McKinnon 
Corporation, a designer and 
manufacturer of material 
handling products. He resides 
in Lancaster, N.Y.

Joseph Sarkis, PhD 1992 & 
MBA 1986, joined Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute as 
professor in the school of 
business and head of the 
department of management. 
Sarkis is internationally rec-
ognized for his research in 
green supply chain manage-
ment and operations sus-
tainability. He lives in North 
Grafton, Mass.

Sally Crowley, BA 1994, accept-
ed a position at the John R. 
Oishei Foundation as commu-
nications director. Prior to her 
new position, Crowley pro-
vided communications con-
sulting through her company 
Sally Crowley Marketing. She 
resides in Orchard Park, N.Y.

Michael Kawochka, BA 
1994 & BA 1991, joined 
Warren Lewis Sotheby’s 
International Realty as a 
licensed real estate agent. 
He lives in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Hilary Banker, JD 1996, part-
ner at law firm Burgio Kita 
Curvin & Banker, was named 
one of upstate New York’s top 
attorneys of 2013 by Super 
Lawyers. She resides in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Jeffrey Kerl, BS 1996, was pro-
moted to assistant vice presi-
dent of Middlesex Savings 
Bank’s commercial real 
estate lending division. He 
lives in Marlborough, Mass.

Olena Bodnarskyj, BFA 1997, 
joined Nichols School as a 
middle school art teacher. 
She resides in Buffalo, N.Y.

Brigid Maloney, JD 1998, was 
named partner of law firm 
Harris Beach’s statewide 

health care industry team. 
Maloney previously served as 
general counsel for UBMD 
physicians group. She lives in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Jeremy Walczak, BS 1999, 
was promoted to director of 
the information risk office 
at Independent Health. He 
resides in Clarence, N.Y.

Brian Wolf, BS 1999, was 
hired as executive director of 
retail financial services for 
Alaska USA Federal Credit 
Union. Wolf brings more 
than 15 years of experi-
ence in investment banking, 
business lending and retail 
branch operations. He lives in 
Anchorage, Alaska.
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*Stephanie Argentine, MBA 
2000, JD 1993 & BA 1989, 
was promoted from direc-
tor to vice president of talent 
management and organiza-
tional development at Rich 
Products. She resides in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Juan Gonzalez, BS 2000, is spe-
cial adviser to Vice President 
Joseph Biden on U.S. 
policy toward the Western 
Hemisphere. He lives in Silver 
Spring, Md.

Karen Larsen, MBA 2000, 
was promoted to partner at 
ParenteBeard, an account-
ing and business advi-
sory firm. She resides in 
Coudersport, Pa.

James Moore, BA 2000, was 
promoted to director of 
production and facilities at 
William S. Hein & Co., a legal 
documents digital publish-
ing company. He lives in 
Amherst, N.Y.

Todd Vogt, MA 2000 & BS 
1996, joined the University 
of Wisconsin lightweight 
women’s rowing team as an 
assistant coach. Vogt comes 
to the Badgers from the 
University of Portland, where 
he also served as an assistant 
rowing coach. He resides in 
Madison, Wis.

*Valerie Czamara, BS 2004, 
joined Gelia, an integrated 
marketing communications 

agency, as an online media 
specialist. Before joining 
Gelia, Czamara worked at 
Eric Mower and Associates. 
She resides in Buffalo, N.Y.

Erin Robinson, PhD 2004, an 
associate professor of sociol-
ogy and director of environ-
mental studies at Canisius 
College, is part of a research 
team awarded a three-year, 
$796,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation 
INSPIRE program to study 
the removal of pollution from 
groundwater. She lives in 
North Tonawanda, N.Y.

Mark Collard, EMBA 2005, 
is chair of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
Foundation. Collard is also 
the managing partner and 
co-founder of Amherst-
based Landmark Wealth 
Management. He lives in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Frank Conjerti, BA 2005, digital 
creative director at Quinlan & 
Co., was elected to the 2013-
14 board of directors of the 
Advertising Club of Buffalo. 
He resides in Buffalo, N.Y.

Elizabeth Heavy, PhD 2006, 
associate professor of nurs-
ing at SUNY Brockport, 
was awarded the SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. She 
resides in Rochester, N.Y. 

Frank Bartela, BA 2007, joined 
Dworken & Bernstein Co. 
LPA’s class action depart-
ment, where he will practice 
litigation and appeals. He 
lives in Brocton, N.Y.

Brian Knapp, BA 2007, was 
named SUNY Buffalo State 
women’s soccer lead assis-
tant coach. He resides in 
Warners, N.Y.

Gareth Lema, PhD 2007 & MD 
2007, accepted a position at 
the Ross Eye Institute as a 
retina specialist. He lives in 
Rochester, N.Y.

Stephanie Soehnlein, MD 2007 
& MBA 2007, was appointed 
to the radiology staff of 
Southtowns Radiology. She 
resides in Orchard Park, N.Y.

James Zolnowski, BS 2007, 
was named nurse manager 
of the intensive care unit at 
Advocate South Suburban 

Class Notes

James 
Lahren Jr. 

MBA ’89

Lahren was appoint-
ed vice president of 

marketing and sales 
at BDI, a furniture 

designer and manu-
facturer. He resides 
in Great Neck, N.Y.

Nagendra 
Raina 
MBA ’05

Raina was named 
general manager 
at Buffalo Games, 
a manufacturer of 
jigsaw puzzles and 
board games. Raina 
was previously the 
director of strategy 
and finance at Fisher-
Price. He lives in 
Getzville, N.Y.
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Hospital. He lives in Hazel 
Crest, Ill.

Ronald George, BS 2008, 
accepted a position as a 
gas compression engineer 
at Wasco Energy’s Oil Field 
Supply Center. He resides in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

*Kevin Habberfield, JD 
2008, was selected by Super 
Lawyers as a Rising Star of 
2013. He lives in Allegany, 
N.Y.

Christopher Reisch, PhD 2008, 
EdM 1998, BA 1994 & BA 1994, 
was promoted to full profes-
sor at Jamestown Community 
College. Reisch teaches 
mathematics and computer 
science, and is director of 
mathematics courses at 
the North County Center in 
Dunkirk, N.Y. He resides in 
West Seneca, N.Y.

Edward Tierney, CEL 2008, 
partner at BlackDog Strategy 
and Brand, was awarded 
an alumni achievement 

award from the UB School 
of Management Alumni 
Association. He lives in 
Hamburg, N.Y.

Melinda Cruz, PhD 2009 & BA 
2003, was appointed supervi-
sor of student services for the 
Stafford County School Board. 
Cruz also is a lead psycholo-
gist for the school division. 
She resides in Glen, Va.

Kristin Kowalski, BS 2009, was 
promoted to human resourc-
es administrator at Niagara 
Cerebral Palsy. She lives in 
Getzville, N.Y.

Michael Maley, MS 2009, was 
promoted to senior auditor at 
Lougen, Valenti, Bookbinder 
& Weintraub, a public 
accounting firm. He resides in 
East Amherst, N.Y.

*Kenneth Manning, MS 2009, 
JD 1977 & BS 1974, a partner 
of Phillips Lytle LLP, was 
reelected to the board of 
directors of Suneel’s Light, 
a foundation dedicated to 

raising awareness and fund-
ing to cure Duchenne mus-
cular dystrophy. He lives in 
Williamsville, N.Y.

William Sherlock, JD 2009 & 
BA 2006, was named asso-
ciate at law firm Kenny 
Shelton Liptak Nowak, where 
he will practice in workers’ 
compensation. He resides in 
Buffalo, N.Y.
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Joshua Gordon, MLS 2010, 
joined the Springville Journal 
as a reporter. Previously, he 
worked as an assistant librar-
ian in the University at Buffalo 
Poetry Collection. He lives in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

*Christopher Conrad, MLS 
2011 & BA 2007, is a member 
of the information technology 
and library departments at 
Nichols School. He resides in 
Tonawanda, N.Y.

*Brittany Klotzbach, BA 
2011, was promoted to traffic 
manager at the Martin Group, 
a Buffalo branding, market-
ing and advertising firm. 
Klotzbach joined the Martin 
Group as an accounting intern 
in 2010. She lives in Orchard 
Park, N.Y.

Luisa Whittaker-Brooks, PhD 
2011 & MA 2009, was awarded 
a $60,000 grant by the L’Oréal 
USA Fellowships for Women 
in Science. She is completing 
her postdoctoral research in 
nanotechnology at Princeton 
University. She resides in 
Lawrenceville, N.J.

Robert Bartlett, JD 2012 & 
BS 2006, a law associate 
at Otis Coan and Peters, 
was appointed to BASE 
Camp Children’s Cancer 
Foundation’s board of direc-
tors. He lives in Fort Collins, 
Colo.

Claire Fortin, JD 2012, joined 
law firm Hiscock & Barclay as 
an associate. She resides in 
Amherst, N.Y.

Jennifer Murphy, CEL 2012, 
was named the president of 
NetPlus Alliance. Murphy is 
the fifth generation to guide 
the family-owned company. 
She lives in Lockport, N.Y.

Chad Woods, BS 2012, 
joined GYMO Architecture, 
Engineering and Land 
Surveying as a design 
engineer. He resides in 
Hammond, N.Y.

Emily Zimmermann, BA 2012, 
was appointed executive 
assistant to the president 
at the United Way of Buffalo 
and Erie County. She lives in 
South Wales, N.Y.

Jennifer Warren, MLS 2013, 
accepted a position at 
Longview Public Library as 
youth services supervisor. 
She resides in Longview, 
Texas.

Made you look

Now that we've grabbed 
your attention, how about  
sending us your class 
note?  Log on to alumni.
buffalo.edu. 




